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SUBJECT: VETERANS AFFAIRS 

REF: STATE 10827 

MANILA 13440 DEC 4, 1973 

1. WE CONTINUE UNINFORMED CONCERNING STATUS OF AGREEMENT 
WITH PHILIPPINES ON USE OF VETERANS MEMORIAL HOSPITAL. 

OLD AGREEMENT TERMINATED JUNE 30, 1973 AND WE MOST 
ANXIOUS TO REGULARIZE USE OF VA HOSPITAL AND GOP, OF 
COURSE, ANXIOUS TO START RECEIVING ADDITIONAL PAYMENTS 
AUTHORIZED BY PUBLIC LAW 93-82. 

2. WE ARE ALSO CONEUSED CONCERNING STATUS AND WHEREABOUTS OF 
DRAFT AGREEMENT. UNDERSTAND FROM VA TRAFFIC THAT AGREE- 
MENT SUBMITTED TO DEPARTMENT OF STATE AND TO PHILIPPINE 
EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON. PHILIPPINE VA CONTACTS 

HERE HAVE INDICATED THEY HAVE BEEN QUERIED BY 
PHILIPPINE DEPARTMENT OE DEFENSE FOR COMMENT ON DRAFT 
AND UNDERSTAND GOP HAS PASSED ALONG APPROVAL OE TEXT TO 
PHILIPPINE EMBASSY WASHINGTON. DRAFT GOP USING 
APPARENTLY IDENTICAL TO DRAFT VA ATTACHE PRICE PICKED 
UP FROM VA WASHINGTON DURING HIS VISIT IN JANUARY. 

HOWEVER, NEITHER EMBASSY NOR VA MANILA HAS RECEIVED 
ANY COMMUNICATION EROM DEPARTMENT OF STATE OTHER THAN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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REE B AND HAS NEVER SEEN COPY OF DRAFT ALEGEDLY APPROVED 
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BY WASHINGTON AGENCIES. 

3. WOULD APPRECIATE STATUS REPORT ON WHAT APPEARS TO BE 
HIGHLY UNTIDY PROCEDURES AND INDICATION HOW MUCH LONGER 
WE MUST WAIT BEEORE WE HAVE AGREEMENT WHICH CAN BE SIGNED 
AND PUT INTO EEFECT. 

SULLIVAN 
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